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Rule Summary

System Policy 08.02, Expressive Activity on Campus, requires adoption of a member rule. This
rule identifies common outdoor areas that are not considered public forums, designates other
public forums on Texas A&M University-Central Texas campus, including reservable designated
public forums, provides reservation requirements and procedures, and provides a grievance
process for addressing complaints for violations of an individual’s expressive activity rights.

Definitions

Definitions from System Regulation 08.02.01, Expressive Activity on Campus, are incorporated
by reference as if fully set forth herein.

Rule

1. EXPRESSIVE ACTIVITY

The rights and responsibilities related to expressive activities on campus are set forth in System
Regulation 08.02.01. Nothing in this rule will be construed to amend or alter the rights and
responsibilities outlined in that regulation. Students, staff, faculty, and community members are
encouraged to review the regulation to understand their rights and responsibilities while on
campus.

2. DESIGNATION OF PUBLIC FORUMS

2.1. As outlined in System Regulation 08.02.01, all common outdoor areas are deemed
traditional public forums unless otherwise designated by this rule.

2.2. The following common outdoor spaces are not to be considered public forums:

2.2.1. Col. Don Higginbotham ROTC Obstacle Course
2.2.2. Area Immediately surrounding the fenced in area of the CORE Building

3. RESERVABLE DESIGNATED PUBLIC FORUMS

3.1. The following public forums may be reserved with advance notice and subject to
availability:
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3.1.1. Beck Family Heritage Hall Amphitheater
3.1.2. Whitis Field

4. ADVANCE RESERVATION REQUIREMENTS

In an effort to ensure safety and to promote an environment conducive to study, advanced
reservation for expressive activity is required for events or activities that are near
intersections, and/or near academic buildings anytime classes, study activities, and/or research
are taking place.

5. RESERVATION PROCEDURES

5.1. Individuals or groups who are either required to make advance reservation (see Section
4) or those individuals or groups who otherwise wish to make advance reservations on
campus must request use of the space via email to events@tamuct.edu then complete the
Events Request Form. Student Organizations must submit an Event Registration through
Warrior Connect after the Event Request is approved.

5.1.1. Requests to reserve Whitis Field must go through Campus Recreation by
completion of form Appendix A and returning to the Associate Director of
Campus Recreation.

5.2. The university reserves the right to locate or relocate any assembly to ensure that
the activity does not interfere with the normal operation of the university or
interfere with the rights of others.

5.3. The decision to confirm a request for space will be based on proper and timely completion
of the Event Request form, compliance with applicable requirements, and availability of
space.

5.4. The decision to confirm will be based on the foregoing criteria, and in no circumstance
will any decision be based on the content or viewpoint of the expressive activity or upon
the expected reaction of others. If a request is denied, the rationale for the decision will
be provided in writing. The denial of a reservation request can be appealed to the Chief
of Staff or designee.

At the time of the request, the following information will be required:

e Name information of the person or organization sponsoring the event. Contact
information for one individual who will be present during the course of the event.

e Location, date and time requested for the event.

e General purpose of the event.

e List of planned activities (i.e. speech or rally, march with signs, distribution of
literature, sit-in).

e Special equipment requested.

e Anticipated attendance.

5.5 For recognized student organizations, a member of the sponsoring organization must be
present at the event and during the entire course of the event to retain the reservation.
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6. THIRD PARTY EVENTS

6.1. Follow the same process for reservation in 5.1 for all reservable spaces to include Whitis
Field.

6.1.1. Email events@tamuct.edu with a request and once you receive the confirmation
number, use this number to complete the Event Request Form.

7. GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE

7.1. Any person who believes that their campus expressive activity rights, as recognized by
this rule and System Regulation 08.02.01, have been unduly interfered with by a student,
student organization, or employee has the right to file a grievance.

7.2. Grievances should be filed with Institutional Compliance at compliance@tamuct.edu.

7.3. Those who choose to observe and/or listen to expressive activities bear the responsibility
of recognizing and honoring the right of free speech. Any acts that are disruptive to the
normal operations of the university, including classes and university business, or that
invade the rights of others will not be tolerated. A student, student organization, or
employee who is found to have unduly interfered with another person’s expressive
activity rights, as recognized by this rule, is subject to disciplinary action in accordance
with the university’s applicable rules and procedures. Any participant in a disruptive
activity may also face criminal charges. The office listed in section [7.2] of this rule is
responsible for the complaint according to its normal procedures. Grievances may be
referred to another office for review and further action, when appropriate.

8. IMPLEMENTATION

8.1. A copy of this rule and System Regulation 08.02.01 must be provided to students during
New Student Conferences and other new student orientation programs.

8.2. This rule and System Regulation 08.02.01 must be posted on the university’s website.

8.3 A link to this rule must be included in student and employee handbooks, if maintained
by the university.

Related Statutes, Policies, or Requirements

Texas Education Code § 51.9315. Protected Expression on Campus
Texas Government Code § 448.001
Executive Order GA-44 (March 27, 2024)

System Policy 08.02, Expressive Activity on Campus

System Regulation 08.02.01, Expressive Activity on Campus
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docs/ED/htm/ED.51.htm#:%7E:text=Sec.%2051.9315.%20%20PROTECTED%20EXPRESSION%20ON%20CAMPUS.%20%20(a)%20%20In%20this%20section%3A
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/GV/htm/GV.448.htm
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-44_antisemitism_in_institutions_of_higher_ed_IMAGE_03-27-2024.pdf
http://policies.tamus.edu/08-02.pdf
http://policies.tamus.edu/08-02-01.pdf

Appendix

Event Request Form

Contact Office

Institutional Compliance
254-519-5763
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Q:ampus rec

Whitis Recreation Field - Use Agreement

Name of TAMU-CT Organization/Group/Person (User(s)):

Contact Person Phone #:

Mailing Address:

E-Mail address:

Details (description of activity) (Activity):

(Attach additional pages if needed)

Campus Rec Equipment Requested:

(Attach additional pages if needed)

Dates & Times:

(Attach schedule if more than three dates)

Rules & Regulations Governing Use of Whitis Recreation Field and its Environs (Whitis)

1. All Texas A&M University-Central Texas (TAMUCT) User(s) will assume liability for its own
members and invitees and the actions thereof. Any damage resulting to Whitis, equipment, or other
TAMUCT property will be billed to the User(s). If additional costs are required to return Whitis to its
original condition, an invoice for costs of same will be sent to the User(s) at the above contact
information provided above.

2. User(s) are responsible for the safety and actions of their own members and invitees at all times.
TAMUCT is released from any and all liability for personal injury and/or property damage as a result
of the User(s)’ and their invitees use of Whitis. User(s) and their invitees must not use Whitis if there
appears to be an unsafe condition, and User(s) must immediately report all unsafe conditions to
Campus Recreation as well as . User(s)’ inability to sue Whitis for same.

3. Campus Recreation reserves the right to close Whitis, in its sole discretion, when the weather
conditions or other concerns have created hazardous field conditions. Campus Recreation, at any
time, in its sole discretion, may restrict or revoke User(s)’ permission to use Whitis.

4. Whitis is a “Carry-in, Carry-Out” facility. All trash must be removed and properly disposed of by
User(s). Glass containers are prohibited. Campus Recreation will not be responsible for any
personal property left at or on the field. The User(s) is responsible for all costs associated with the
removal, disposal, and storage of the abandoned personal property as well as the cost of
remediating any unsafe, unsanitary, or odiferous condition of Whitis due to the User(s)’ failure to
remove or dispose of the personal property.

5. Any equipment provided by Campus Recreation must be returned to the front desk of the Fitness
Center during normal Fitness Center hours. If the Campus Recreation equipment that is provided
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is not returned, the User(s) will be responsible for and invoiced for the replacement cost of same at
the above contact information provided above.

6. All User(s) must park in designated parking areas and must not park on any grassy areas. All

parking signs must be followed. Parking permits are required. User(s) may obtain temporary
permits from the University Police Department, located in Founder’s Hall.

7. All dogs must be on a leash at all times. Dogs and other animals are not allowed on any of the
playing fields. Dog owners are responsible for removing their dog’s waste from campus grounds,
and must use the dog waste stations located around the environs of Whitis. If User(s) fail to remove
dog waste, User(s) will be responsible for any costs incurred by TAMUCT for removal of same from
Whitis.

8. NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, PROFANITY and OBJECTIONABLE LANGUAGE, OR
DISORDERLY CONDUCT IS PERMITTED: Those violating such prohibitions will be ejected from
Whitis and may have future use of Whitis denied.

IN CONSIDERATION OF THE PERMISSION GRANTED by TAMUCT Campus Recreation, to use Whitis for the
Activity indicated above, I, the undersigned User(s)’ representative of the above group/organization/person and
all its members and invitees, hereby and forever discharge, release, indemnify, and hold harmless The Texas
A&M University System, and their officers, regents, employees, and agents, TAMUCT, its successors and
assigns, agents and employees from all debts, claims, demands, damages, actions and causes of action
whatsoever, which we may now have or may hereafter have, as a result of our use of Whitis. | attest that l/we
do not, as a matter of policy or practice, discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, handicap status, age, marital status, sexual orientation, veteran status, or gender. | have read
and agree to abide by the Rules and SAPs currently in effect and as may be amended in the future
https://www.tamuct.edu/compliance/rules-and-saps.html, and this Agreement. | will be responsible for all our

members and invitees. |, the undersigned, have read this Agreement and understand all its terms and
conditions. | sign this release voluntarily and with full knowledge of its significance.

Printed Name;

User(s) Signature: Date:

Campus Account Number: Department:

For Campus Recreation Staff Only:
Approval: Yes No
Signature: Title:

Date:

Page 2 of 2

TAMUCT - FUA Form for Whitis Field 2020-0054931


https://www.tamuct.edu/compliance/rules-and-saps.html

	Rule 08.02.99.D1 Expressive Activity on Campus
	Rule Summary
	Definitions
	Rule
	Related Statutes, Policies, or Requirements
	Appendix
	Contact Office

	Whitis Org Facility Use Agreement fillable OGC approved

	Name of TAMUCT OrganizationGroupPerson Users: 
	Contact Person Phone: 
	Mailing Address: 
	EMail address: 
	Details description of activity Activity: 
	Attach additional pages if needed: 
	Campus Rec Equipment Requested: 
	Attach additional pages if needed_2: 
	Dates  Times: 
	Printed Name: 
	Date: 
	Campus Account Number: 
	Department: 
	For Campus Recreation Staff Only Approval Yes No Signature Title Date: 


