HIST 5360-125-Fall 2017-1

Texas A & M University – Central Texas
HIST 5360-125: Modern Japan and Korea
Fall 2017, Second Session
Online

Instructor: Luke A. Nichter, Ph.D.
Professor of History
Office:
Phone:
Email:
Website:

217Q Founder’s Hall
(254) 519-5735
luke_nichter@tamuct.edu
http://lukenichter.com

Office Hours:
By appointment. Email is the easiest way to reach me. Your message will
be returned promptly even during weekends, evenings, holidays, and
university break periods.
Mode of Instruction and Course Access:
This course is 100% online and uses TAMUCT’s Canvas system
(https://tamuct.instructure.com/).
Course Description (from the TAMUCT course catalog):
Directed Readings in World History. (3-0) Readings and discussion of
selected topics in the history of regions and countries outside of Europe
and the United States. May be repeated for credit when topics vary.
Course Overview:
This course includes an overview of Japanese imperialism,
ultranationalism, militarism, and the role of the Korean peninsula, postwar
economic and political development of East Asia, the spread of
democracy, labor relations, the role of the state, foreign policy, and how
history contributes to contemporary relations between Japan and Korea.
Learning Objectives of Course:
Knowledge:
• Students will improve their ability to identify connections between historical issues
and life outside the classroom
Comprehension:
• Students will demonstrate how to think historically about the past by identifying and
critiquing historical interpretation and analyzing issues in historical context
Application:
• Students will select and use evidence from a variety of sources, including primary
sources

HIST 5360-125-Fall 2017-2

Analysis:
• Students will examine current issues from a historical perspective
Synthesis:
• Students will compare the historical development of their own and other cultures
Evaluation:
• Students will complete assignments that prompt them to argue effectively and
critically
Course Unit Learning Objectives:
• Week 1: Identify the Origins of Modern Japan and Its Neighbors
• Week 2: Examine the Role of the Emperor
• Week 3: Debate the Extent to Which Japan’s Economy Benefitted All
• Week 4: Assess How Japanese Non-Elites Saw Japan
• Week 5: Evaluate How Japan Sees Itself in the World
• Week 6: Critique the Role that Democratic Reforms Played on the Korean Peninsula
• Week 7: Explain Park Chung Hee’s Complicated Legacy
• Week 8: Distinguish whether Serious Reforms are Possible in North Korea
Instructor Responsibilities:
• Select and present course content.
• Identify themes to be emphasized.
• Evaluate student historical understanding and skills.
• Communicate evaluations to students in a timely manner.
• Assist students in improving their skills.
Student Responsibilities:
• Complete required readings.
• Attend class regularly.
• Participate in class activities and discussions.
• Communicate with instructor (using office hours, and email).
• Complete assignments on time.
Required Reading and Textbook(s):
Herbert P. Bix. Hirohito and the Making of Modern Japan. New York: Harper, 2016.
• ISBN: 978-0-0625-6051-3
Mikiso Hane. Peasants, Rebels, Women, and Outcasts: The Underside of Modern
Japan. 2nd Ed., Rev. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2016.
• ISBN: 978-1-4422-7417-4
Kevin Cooney. Japan’s Foreign Policy since 1945. Armonk: M.E. Sharpe, 2007.
• ISBN: 978-0-7656-1650-0
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Byung-Kook Kim and Ezra F. Vogel, eds. The Park Chung Hee Era: The Transformation
of South Korea. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2011.
• ISBN: 978-0-6740-5820-0
Andrei Lankov. The Real North Korea: Life and Politics in the Failed Stalinist Utopia.
New York: Oxford University Press, 2012.
• ISBN: 978-0-1999-6429-1
Additional readings may be assigned and distributed at the discretion of the instructor.
Course Requirements:
The course grade will be determined by a Book Review (20%), Discussion Board
Questions (DBQs) (40%), and a Literature Review (40%).
Grading Criteria Rubric and Conversion:
Book Review:
20%
DBQs:
40%
Literature Review: 40%
100%
Final grades will be computed according to the following scale:
A = 90-100%
B = 80-89%
C = 70-79%
D = 60-69%
F = 59-0%
Posting of Grades:
All grades will be posted in the Canvas grade book. Students should regularly monitor
their grades and address any questions or concerns promptly to the instructor.
Throughout the course, the grade book will be updated at the end of each week to
include all work completed up to that point in the course.
Late Policy:
Any assignment submitted after the due date and time will be subject to a penalty of ten
percent per twenty-four hour period late. The only exception is the Literature Review
assignment, which will not be accepted late because of the instructor’s deadline to
submit final grades. If a specific assignment carries its own late policy, the specific
assignment’s late policy takes precedence over this general late policy.
Book Review:
See page 11 for more information.
Literature Review:
See page 12 for more information.
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Social Media Policy:
Due to the proliferation of social media and the need to keep professional distance
between vocation and avocation, no Facebook friend requests will be accepted from
current students. However, you are welcome to follow me on Twitter (@lukenic).
Canvas Access and Course Participation:
The most important prerequisite is that you have access to TAMUCT’s Canvas portal, at
https://tamuct.instructure.com/. If you are logging in the first time, your username is your
MyCT username and password. If you have forgotten your username or password,
follow the link provided on the login page.
If you do not have login credentials for Canvas (i.e. a username and password) you
must resolve this immediately. No one—including your instructor—can do this for you.
Failure to do so will result in failure of the course, since assignments are due beginning
at the end of the first week of the course. While many of you are already familiar with
Canvas, because such a large percentage of your final grade depends on Canvas
participation these details bear repeating.
Be sure to look around the Canvas course shell. Perhaps you have used Canvas
before, but not this version. If this is your first time using Canvas, or if you need a refresher, visit the Help section. There, you will find a variety of tutorials and other types of
assistance.
The following are the Canvas modules used:
• “Announcements” is where you will find instructor announcements, which will also be
emailed to you when they are posted.
• “My Media” is where you will find the weekly podcasts and other information you
may need for each week of class (not applicable for face-to-face courses).
• “Discussions” is where you will post your answers to the Discussion Board
Questions (DBQs). As a reminder, when you post your answers to the DBQs, for
each question you are required to submit three posts. The first should be a longer
post—in a new “thread”—that thoroughly answers the question and demonstrates
that you mastered the reading for that week. The second and third posts are shorter
comments on your classmates’ posts.
• “Grades” is where you can monitor your course grades.
• “Assignments” is where you will find information about upcoming assignments.
At any point during the semester, if you need technical assistance related to Canvas,
contact:
Help Desk Central
Online Chat: https://www.tamuct.edu/help
Phone: (254) 519-4266
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While you in no way are expected to be a “computer expert” in order to succeed in this
course, you should be aware of the types of documents most commonly posted on
Canvas. These include *.pdf, and *.doc(x) files. To be successful in this course, you
must to be able to access both types of files. The following is a short description of
each:
*.pdf: commonly known as “pdf files,” for this course these may include primary source
documents, readings, or excerpts of books or articles. Be sure you have Adobe Reader
installed on the computer you use to access Canvas. If you need to download the
current version of Adobe Reader, you may do so here for free:
http://get.adobe.com/reader/otherversions/
*.doc(x): commonly known as “Word documents,” I will post these files often, including
the syllabus and other course documents from time to time. The latest version of
Microsoft Word is recommended, which is included in Office 2010, but older versions
such as 2007, 2003, or 2000 should work fine, even if they do not have every feature
that 2010 has. The latest version will ensure you can use *.docx files, which at times
can cause trouble for users of Word 2003 or 2000.
*.mp3: on a weekly basis, I will post an audio file/podcast to review the previous week’s
work, as well as preview the week ahead and provide other timely information and
announcements at that stage of the course. These files can be heard in almost any
audio player (Windows Media Player, iTunes, Real Player, Winamp, etc.), or even your
iPad, iPod, or other tablet, mobile device, or mp3 player. It is very important that you are
able to listen to these files. They will include course announcements, feedback on
previous assignments, additional explanation of future assignments, or information
about the course readings. Be sure your computer speakers function properly, or if you
access Canvas from a shared computer, wireless hotspot, or a computer lab, you may
wish to use headphones.
If you have trouble accessing these files via Canvas, it may be easier if you first
download them to your computer (or, perhaps a flash drive if you are using a shared
computer) before attempting to open them. If you still need help, contact or visit a
TAMUCT computer lab, which contains computers equipped with software that can
open all of the above files types. On duty technicians will also be able to assist you on
the phone or in person if you have questions:
http://www.tamuct.edu/departments/informationtechnology/computerlabs.php
The “normal” structure of this course that you should follow each week is:
1. Listen to the audio file for the week
2. Complete weekly reading
3. Complete Discussion Board Questions (DBQs)
At the start of each week, review your previous week’s work and grades in the Canvas
grade book. All weekly assignments such as the Discussion Board Questions will be
graded before the next weekly assignments are due. More substantial assignments,
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such as reviews, essays, and research papers, are typically returned electronically with
comments and grade to the email address from which you submitted the assignment in
approximately one week from the due date.
The inherent flexibility of this course is that you are able to complete the weekly
assignments at your leisure. The drawback is that you have to be disciplined and selfmotivated to such an extent that you are able to complete all assignments in a timely
manner. No one will be staring over your shoulder to ensure you have done so.
Complete Course Calendar
Week One: The Making of Modern Japan, I
Objective: Identify the Origins of Modern Japan and Its Neighbors
10/23: Listen to Week 1 Podcast
Read: Bix, Introduction, Chs. 1-9
10/28: BBQs 1 due by 11:59 p.m.
Week Two: The Making of Modern Japan, II
Objective: Examine the Role of the Emperor
10/30: Listen to Week 2 Podcast
Read: Bix, Chs. 10-17
11/4: BBQs 2 due by 11:59 p.m.
Week Three: Those Who Succeeded and Those Who Were Left Behind in the Making
of Modern Japan, I
Objective: Debate the Extent to Which Japan Had a Free Enterprise System
11/6: Listen to Week 3 Podcast
Read: Hane, Preface(s), Introduction, Chs. 1-5
11/11: BBQs 3 due by 11:59 p.m.
Week Four: Those Who Succeeded and Those Who Were Left Behind in the Making of
Modern Japan, II
Objective: Assess How Japanese Non-Elites Saw Japan
11/13: Listen to Week 4 Podcast
Read: Hane, Chs. 6-10, Epilogue
11/18: BBQs 4 due by 11:59 p.m.
Book Review due by 11:59 p.m. (by Microsoft Word email attachment to
luke_nichter@tamuct.edu)
Week Five: The Role of the State: Foreign Policy
Objective: Evaluate How Japan Sees Itself in the World
11/20: Listen to Week 5 Podcast
Read: Cooney (all)
11/25: BBQs 5 due by 11:59 p.m.
Week Six: The Rise of South Korea, I
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Objective: Critique the Role that Democratic Reforms Played on the Korean Peninsula
11/27: Listen to Week 6 Podcast
Read: Kim/Vogel, Introduction, Parts 1-3 (Chs. 1-13)
12/2: BBQs 6 due by 11:59 p.m.
Week Seven: The Rise of South Korea, II
Objective: Explain Park Chung Hee’s Complicated Legacy
12/4: Listen to Week 7 Podcast
Read: Kim/Vogel, Parts 4-5 (Chs. 14-21, Conclusion)
12/9: BBQs 7 due by 11:59 p.m.
Week Eight: The Instability of North Korea
Objective: Distinguish whether Serious Reforms are Possible in North Korea
12/11: Listen to Week 8 Podcast
Read: Lankov (all)
12/16: BBQs 8 due by 11:59 p.m.
Literature Review due by 11:59 p.m. (by Microsoft Word email
attachment to luke_nichter@tamuct.edu)
911 Cellular:
Emergency Warning System for Texas A&M University – Central Texas
911Cellular is an emergency notification service that gives Texas A&M UniversityCentral Texas the ability to communicate health and safety emergency information
quickly via email, text message, and social media. All students are automatically
enrolled in 911 Cellular through their myCT email account.
Connect at 911Cellular [https://portal.publicsafetycloud.net/Texas-AM-Central/alertmanagement] to change where you receive your alerts or to opt out. By staying
enrolled in 911Cellular, university officials can quickly pass on safety-related
information, regardless of your location.
Drop Policy:
If you discover that you need to drop this class, you must complete a Drop Request
Form [https://www.tamuct.edu/registrar/docs/Drop_Request_Form.pdf]. Professors
cannot drop students; this is always the responsibility of the student. The Registrar’s
Office will provide a deadline on the University Calendar for which the form must be
completed, signed and returned. Once you return the signed form to the Registrar’s
Office, you must go into Warrior Web and confirm that you are no longer enrolled. If you
still show as enrolled, FOLLOW-UP with the Registrar’s Office immediately. You are to
attend class until the procedure is complete to avoid penalty for absence. Should you
miss the drop deadline or fail to follow the procedure, you will receive an F in the
course, which may affect your financial aid and/or VA educational benefits.
Academic Integrity:
Texas A&M University -Central Texas values the integrity of the academic enterprise
and strives for the highest standards of academic conduct. A&M-Central Texas expects
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its students, faculty, and staff to support the adherence to high standards of personal
and scholarly conduct to preserve the honor and integrity of the creative community.
Academic integrity is defined as a commitment to honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and
responsibility. Any deviation by students from this expectation may result in a failing
grade for the assignment and potentially a failing grade for the course. Academic
misconduct is any act that improperly affects a true and honest evaluation of a student’s
academic performance and includes, but is not limited to, cheating on an examination or
other academic work, plagiarism and improper citation of sources, using another
student’s work, collusion, and the abuse of resource materials. All academic misconduct
concerns will be reported to the university’s Office of Student Conduct. Ignorance of the
university’s standards and expectations is never an excuse to act with a lack of integrity.
When in doubt on collaboration, citation, or any issue, please contact your instructor
before taking a course of action.
Academic Accommodations:
At Texas A&M University-Central Texas, we value an inclusive learning environment
where every student has an equal chance to succeed and has the right to a barrier free
education. The Department of Access and Inclusion is responsible for ensuring that
students with a disability receive equal access to the University’s programs, services
and activities. If you believe you have a disability requiring reasonable accommodations
please contact the Department of Access and Inclusion at (254) 501-5831. Any
information you provide is private and confidential and will be treated as such. For more
information please visit our Access & Inclusion webpage
[https://www.tamuct.edu/student-affairs/access-inclusion.html].
Texas A&M University-Central Texas supports students who are pregnant and/or
parenting. In accordance with requirements of Title IX and guidance from US
Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights, the Dean of Student Affairs’ Office can
assist students who are pregnant and/or parenting in seeking accommodations related
to pregnancy and/or parenting. For more information, please visit
https://www.tamuct.departments/index.php. Students may also contact the institution’s
Title IX Coordinator. If you would like to read more about these requirements and
guidelines online, please visit the website
[http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/pregnancy.pdf].
Tutoring:
Tutoring is available to all A&M-Central Texas students, both on-campus and online.
On-campus subjects tutored include Accounting, Advanced Math, Biology, Finance,
Statistics, Mathematics, and Study Skills. Tutors are available at the Tutoring Center in
Warrior Hall, Suite 111. If you have a question regarding tutor schedules, need to
schedule a tutoring session, are interested in becoming a tutor, or any other question,
contact Academic Support Programs at 254-519-5796, or by emailing Larry Davis at
lmdavis@tamuct.edu.
Chat live with a tutor 24/7 for almost any subject on your computer! Tutor.com is an
online tutoring platform that enables A&M-Central Texas students to log-in and receive
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FREE online tutoring and writing support. This tool provides tutoring in over forty subject
areas. Access Tutor.com through Canvas.
University Writing Center:
Located in 416 Warrior Hall, the University Writing Center (UWC) at Texas A&M
University-Central Texas is a free workspace open to all TAMUCT students from 10am5pm Monday-Thursday with satellite hours in the University Library on Mondays from
6:00-9:00pm. Students may arrange a one-on-one session with a trained and
experienced writing tutor by visiting the UWC during normal operating hours (both halfhour and hour sessions are available) or by making an appointment via WCOnline
[https://tamuct.mywconline.com/]. In addition, you can email Dr. Bruce Bowles Jr. at
bruce.bowles@tamuct.edu to schedule an online tutoring session. Tutors are prepared
to help writers of all levels and abilities at any stage of the writing process.
While tutors will not write, edit, or grade papers, they will assist students in developing
more effective composing practices. By providing a practice audience for students’
ideas and writing, our tutors highlight the ways in which they read and interpret
students’ texts, offering guidance and support throughout the various stages of the
writing process. In addition, students may work independently in the UWC by checking
out a laptop that runs the Microsoft Office suite and connects to WIFI, or by consulting
our resources on writing, including all of the relevant style guides. Whether you need
help brainstorming ideas, organizing an essay, proofreading, understanding proper
citation practices, or just want a quiet place to work, the University Writing Center is
here to help! If you have any questions about the University Writing Center, please do
not hesitate to contact Dr. Bruce Bowles Jr. at bruce.bowles@tamuct.edu.
Library Services:
The University Library provides many services in support of research across campus
and at a distance. We offer over 200 electronic databases containing approximately
250,000 eBooks and 82,000 journals, in addition to the 72,000 items in our print
collection, which can be mailed to students who live more than 50 miles from campus.
Research guides for each subject taught at A&M-Central Texas are available through
our website to help students navigate these resources. On-campus, the library offers
technology including cameras, laptops, microphones, webcams, and digital sound
recorders.
Research assistance from a librarian is also available twenty-four hours a day through
our online chat service, and at the reference desk when the library is open. Research
sessions can be scheduled for more comprehensive assistance, and may take place on
Skype or in-person at the library. Assistance may cover many topics, including how to
find articles in peer-reviewed journals, how to cite resources, and how to piece together
research for written assignments.
Our 27,000-square-foot facility on the A&M-Central Texas main campus includes
student lounges, private study rooms, group work spaces, computer labs, family areas
suitable for all ages, and many other features. Services such as interlibrary loan,
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TexShare, binding, and laminating are available. The library frequently offers
workshops, tours, readings, and other events. For more information, please visit our
Library website [https://tamuct.libguides.com/].
Instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus at any time.

HIST 5360-125-Fall 2017-11

Book Review Instructions
You are required to complete a scholarly book review by the midpoint in the semester.
Part of being a historian involves keeping abreast of new books and research in your
field. Even senior historians write book reviews. Some of you have written book reviews
for other courses, while for some of you this will be a new type of writing assignment.
Regardless of whether you have written book reviews before or not, the following are
some general guidelines for success in this course.
Reading historical monographs is not like reading a novel or a textbook. Historians write
books for a purpose. It is how the historical profession communicates new knowledge
and new perspectives on both old and new questions. As you read, you should focus on
the author’s arguments and the evidence used to support them. Read the
preface/introduction and conclusion especially carefully. Usually, but not always, these
sections are where the author sets out the book’s thesis and summarizes key points.
1. Content of the Review:
The purpose of a scholarly review is: 1) to explain briefly what the book is about, 2)
to analyze its thesis and evidence, 3) to offer a critical assessment of the book’s
strengths and weaknesses, and 4) to appraise its historical value. Look at examples
of scholarly book reviews in historical journals such as The American Historical
Review, Journal of American History, etc., which can be found on J-Stor via the
TAMU-CT Library.
2. Keys to a Successful Scholarly Review:
• Read the book thoroughly and reflect upon it
• Identify the author, including credentials and major publications
• Identify the major theme or thesis of the book
• Summarize the author’s supporting arguments and evidence
• Give the reader a flavor of the book by quoting from it or describing the layout
or other features of the book
• Offer both praise as well as constructive criticism, as appropriate
• Incorporate your own insights
• You are not permitted to review any required course reading
3. Format of the Review:
The review should be double-spaced, and approximately 1,500 words in length (+/10%). It should be written clearly and free of grammatical errors. Clear writing
indicates clear thinking. This kind of formal writing takes effort, so be prepared to put
in the time and the brainpower. Put your name and the date at the top of the first
page, followed by the book’s full citation data according to the following example
(see the Chicago/Turabian for additional examples):
Peter Duus. The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea, 18951910. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998. Pp. xv, 480.
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Literature Review Instructions
In lieu of having a final exam or research paper due at the end of the course, you are
required to write a literature review of three books on a related topic. The purpose of a
literature review is to allow you to explore an area of scholarship related to the history of
Modern Japan and Korea that interests you most, as well as to survey recent
scholarship on that topic.
1. Select a topic. When looking at the syllabus, or in the course of the weekly
readings, what sticks out to you as being among the more interesting themes that we
cover this semester? Have you always wanted to know more about the postwar
development of a specific nation, such as Japan, or North or South Korea? If so, you
may want to focus your review on one nation, or consider a comparative essay. Have
you always wanted to have a better grounding on a certain time period, such as the role
of Northeast Asia in the Cold War? Perhaps you may want to go in that direction. There
is almost no limit to the topic you could choose. If you get stuck or could use a
suggestion, all you have to do is ask.
2. Find your materials. The books you review are required to be “scholarly” in nature.
Scholarly books are often published by a university press, and are written by
academics, history professors, or independent scholars. Try to choose books written in
the past five years, if possible, since older books become dated quickly. Newer books
include the analysis contained in previous books, as well as access to the most recent
government records. There are no limitations on where you may locate your books.
Spend some time doing some searches using a major database such as J-Stor
(http://www.jstor.org), and Worldcat (http://www.worldcat.org). Once you have identified
the three books you would like to review, get them approved by your instructor. This is
not an optional step. Reviews based on books that were not approved will receive
a lower grade.
3. Acquire your books. TAMUCT may not have your books, but do not panic. If you
want to buy them, that’s fine, but also consider using the inter-library loan (ILL) system,
whereby you can borrow them through TAMUCT from other libraries. More information
can be found here: http://tamuct.libguides.com/ILL. Simply complete an ILL request and
your books will arrive within a few days to a week depending on how far they have to
travel. The ILL staff will email you to let you know when they have arrived at the
circulation desk. Yet another option is TexShare, which permits you to travel to any
public or university library in the state and borrow them directly:
http://tamuct.libguides.com/c.php?g=179023&p=1176654. A final option is simply to
make a day trip to a large research library like UT-Austin, Baylor, or Texas A&M, and
access the books there without checking them out.
4. Analyze your books. You do not necessarily need to read the books in their entirety
to complete a literature review. However, not reading your books in their entirety
increases the odds that you will miss something important, and your grade may suffer
as a result. When analyzing your books, you should pay special attention to: 1) the
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book’s thesis, 2) supporting arguments, 3) uses and types of evidence that support the
thesis, 4) layout of the book, and 5) author’s credentials. These are the same elements
that you would also cover in a typical book review, and it may be helpful for you to
consult the guidelines for that assignment. It goes without saying that you are not
permitted to review a book that we are already reading in the class.
5. Constructing your literature review. At this point, you are ready to see examples
of literature reviews. A good place to look for examples is JStor, which is accessible
through the Library website. In terms of length, your literature review should be 4,000
words (+/- 10%) so that you have sufficient space to review each book, as well as the
contribution each book makes to the overall topic you have selected.
6. Sections of a literature review. A good literature review lists the books reviewed
on the first page as a signpost for your reader. In an introduction, introduce the topic
you have chosen. Why is it important for us to know more about that topic? Then, spend
some time with each book. Critically review each book as described above in Step 4.
After that, in a concluding section, treat the subject you are reviewing as a whole,
comparing and contrasting the books. Is one better than the other? Why? What was
missing from books? Is it a subject that deserves further research? There are numerous
ways you could approach this section of the literature review. Finally, conclude your
literature review with an appropriate conclusion.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Miscellany
If you would like to find more examples of book reviews and literature reviews, visit
http://www.jstor.org. Conduct an “advanced search” on your topic, with your search
limited to “reviews”, and to History journals only.
Superior literature reviews will demonstrate a mastery of the topic, be logically
structured, well-written, and free of typos and routine mistakes.
No cover page is needed, and a standard font type, size, and margins should be
used.
This is a history course, not an English course. Still, you cannot engage and
persuade your reader that a particular proposition is true unless you write well. A
paper has to be written well to make effective communication possible. If your reader
cannot decipher what you mean, it does not matter whether you have good ideas or
not. Even poor arguments are more convincing when they are articulated well, while
even good arguments fail when they are constructed poorly.
Proofread your essay before you submit it, and make sure you have caught the most
glaring mistakes.
Drafts of essays are always welcome for advance review for informal comments
only, i.e. not for a projection of a grade.
If you have questions, do not hesitate to ask. Good luck!

